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Intended Learning Objectives

Specific objectives of this session:
• Analyze the legal and political consequences of the 2010 Haiti 

cholera outbreak

• Evaluate the role of international peacekeeping operations in 
disease transmission

• Discuss lessons learned and future recommendations for outbreak 
prevention and response

• Critically reflect on alternative outbreak response strategies
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Outline

This session consists of the following elements:
• Current legal consequences

• United Nations Peacekeeping operations 

• Lessons learned by the UN

• Alternative outbreak response strategies
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The search for “the smoking gun”!

2 major Nepalese clades (red and blue)

Haiti nested within Nepal (blue)

Near Match: Haiti – Nepal-4 (green)

1 to 2 SNPs difference between Nepal-4 and 
Haitian genomes)

Hendriksen et al., 2011 Mbio



Introduction of cholera 
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Eppinger et al. 2014 Mbio

• Still confirms a single 
introduction of Vc to Haiti 

• Underline the need to use 
recent contemporary reference 
isolates from putative origins as 
the strains evolve and they are 
moving around the country



Current legal consequences

• UN spokesperson pointed out that UN did not accept or deny liability for 
the epidemic

• UN secretary general; Ban Ki-moon announced that UN was not willing 
to compensate any of the claimants

• Citing section 29 of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of 
the UN from 1946, 
• The UN invoking its immunity

• Haitian government sued the UN to eradicate cholera along with 
unspecified damages; personal injury, wrongful death, emotional 
distress, and loss of use of property and natural resources

• The epidemic has killed almost 11,000 people (2010 – 2024) and 
infected hundreds of thousands more

6The Guardian's website



Current legal consequences, cont.

• It took six years of advocacy before the UN formally acknowledged 
its role in the outbreak 
• In 2016, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon issued a public apology and 

launched a new approach to cholera in Haiti, including a $400 million fund 
for victims and prevention efforts

• However, only a small fraction of that amount has been raised
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10 years on, UN officials reflect on Haiti cholera epidemic caused by peacekeeping mission - The World from PRX

https://theworld.org/stories/2020/10/26/ten-years-un-officials-reflect-haiti-cholera-epidemic-caused-peacekeeping-mission
https://theworld.org/stories/2020/10/26/ten-years-un-officials-reflect-haiti-cholera-epidemic-caused-peacekeeping-mission
https://theworld.org/stories/2020/10/26/ten-years-un-officials-reflect-haiti-cholera-epidemic-caused-peacekeeping-mission


United Nations Peacekeeping operations –
Was this the first time? 

• Rumors claim that it’s not the 
first-time deployment of 
peacekeepers have been 
responsible for introducing 
infectious diseases or changed 
pathogen clonality – no 
evidence!

• Striking similarity in clonality 
between various pathogens 
from sub-Saharan Africa and 
Southeast Asia
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Global hotspots for emerging infectious diseases that originate in wildlife

Lancet, 2012
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United Nations Peacekeeping operations –
Was this the first time? 

List of past peacekeeping operations | United Nations Peacekeeping

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/list-of-past-peacekeeping-operations
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United Nations Peacekeeping operations –
Was this the first time? 

Nepal’s Multilateral Affairs | Ministry Of Foreign Affairs

https://mofa.gov.np/pages/multilateral-affairs-of-nepal-3/


United Nations Peacekeeping operations –
Was this the first time? 

India | United Nations Peacekeeping

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/india


United Nations Peacekeeping operations –
Was this the first time? 

Burki, T. et al 2013 Lancet



United Nations Peacekeeping operations –
Was this the first time? 

• Request for support from WHO MoH 
Gaza - Food and water testing 
supplies

• Circulating Campy and Shigella
• E. coli, Clostridium, Giardia, 

Cryptosporidium, Listeria, 
Campylobacter, Shigella, Salmonella, 
entamoeba, norovirus, etc

• Strong suspicion for botulism being 
present in selected food sources

Khames Alrefi/Anadolu/via Getty Images

https://www.aljazeera.com/



Lesson learned by the UN

• One of the most critical lessons was the need for strict sanitation 
protocols at peacekeeping bases

• Emphasize the importance of proper waste disposal systems, including 
independent oversight of sanitation infrastructure in mission areas

• Recognition of the need for pre-deployment health screenings and 
vaccinations for peacekeepers, especially when deploying to vulnerable 
regions with limited public health infrastructure

• The crisis highlighted the importance of transparent communication with 
host communities and engagement with local health systems to build 
trust and ensure rapid response to outbreaks
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Lesson learned by the UN, cont.

• The outbreak raised legal and human rights debates about the UN’s 
immunity and accountability

• Advocated for long-term investments in water, sanitation, and health 
infrastructure in countries where peacekeeping missions are deployed, 
recognizing that prevention is not just about internal protocols but also 
about supporting host nations' resilience
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What could have been done differently

Alternative strategy

• Rapid deployment of Community 
Outbreak Response Teams

• Establishing decentralized, real-
time data systems and 
empowering local health workers 
to report cases

• Proactive community education 
campaigns

• A more integrated approach 
combining water, sanitation, and 
hygiene infrastructure 
interventions with health services
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Missed opportunity

• Delays in mobilizing trained 
teams and resources

• Fragmented data systems 
and slow reporting hindered 
early detection and targeted 
interventions

• Limited outreach in remote 
areas delayed behavioral 
change and adoption of 
preventive measures

• Lack of coordination between 
WASH and health actors



In summary

• The 2010 Haiti cholera outbreak serves as a critical case study in global health, 
molecular epidemiology, and international accountability.

• Genomic evidence strongly supports a single-source introduction of Vibrio 
cholerae from Nepal via UN peacekeepers.

• The outbreak exposed gaps in international protocols, particularly around 
sanitation, health screening, and crisis communication.

• Legal and ethical debates surrounding UN immunity highlight the need for 
reform in global governance structures.

• Moving forward, preventive strategies must include:

• Strengthening local health systems

• Transparent engagement with host communities

• Rigorous health and sanitation standards for peacekeeping missions
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